
Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. 

 

http://www.nfmi.org  
 

The Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. (NFMI) was established in 1970 by a small group of dedicated modelers 
with the following primary purpose: 
 

• To stimulate and promote active interest in the building and flying of radio-controlled (R/C) 
model aircraft in the Northwest Florida area 

 
We have since grown from about 10 members to our current membership status of about 280.  Our first club 
president, Gordon Dey, and several more of our founding members are still active flyers with us today.  
 
NFMI GOALS: 

• Promote fellowship among people interested in R/C model aircraft 
• Encourage sportsmanlike conduct in R/C modeling activities 
• Teach young people in all phases of R/C model aircraft 
• Sponsor contests, demonstrations and activities designed to enhance the interests of R/C modelers 

 
MEETINGS  Club meetings are held monthly to take care of club business, share modeling tips, present new 
models and tell a few “war stories.”  Meetings are on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the J. E. Hall 
Center at 30 East Texar Drive, Pensacola, FL.  All club members and anyone interested in radio-control 
modeling or activities of the Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. are encouraged to attend.  
 
INSTRUCTOR PROGRAM  As a newcomer to this interesting hobby, you may never get to fully enjoy it if you 
do not get adequate help from the time you purchase your new airplane to the time you try to fly it. To help 
overcome the pitfalls encountered while learning to fly, NFMI maintains an active instructor program. Our 
instructors use a “buddy box” and have many flight hours. They possess the ability to lead you through a 
structured program with great skill.  
 
MENTORING WITH SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE As NFMI members, we are proud to have 
several programs that help youngsters to become involved in R/C.   With the cooperation of selected schools, 
we teach students how to build and fly models as a part of the math and science curriculum.  We host 
community groups, such as scouts and church groups, for a day of fun and introduction to our intriguing hobby.  
An annual “Block Party” for the community around the Escambia County Model Park highlights our late spring 
activities. We are also involved with the US Marine Corps’ annual Toys for Tots program.   
 
NFMI CONTESTS & EVENTS  Throughout the year, NFMI conducts contests for modelers of all skill levels. 
We sponsor everything from a “fun fly” event aimed at the beginner to USA Team Selection contests, where 
the best in the country compete for spots on the USA Aerobatic and Helicopter teams.  Two Aerobatic World 



Championships have been a part of our schedule of events.   In 2006, February brings the ANNUAL SWAP 
MEET where members and guests may buy, sell or trade equipment. In May, we host a PATTERN FLYING 
CONTEST, where flyers from all over the southeast showcase their skills in precise aerobatic patterns. In 
June, we are the sight for an INTERNATIONAL MINIATURE AEROBATIC CLUB (IMAC) event that exhibits 
competition among fine scale model aircraft.  Also scheduled are OPEN HOUSE EVENTS for the beginner 
and sport flyer that will include competitive and non-competitive flying and story swapping.  
 
ESCAMBIA COUNTY MODEL PARK  In 2003, NFMI obtained use of an old landfill in the Beulah area that is 
being turned into a model park by Escambia County.  The Escambia Model Park (upper arrow) is located off 
Mobile Highway on Jamesville Road, about three miles west of the Interstate Fair Grounds (lower arrow) and 
about a mile east of the Equestrian Center. 
 

The park includes a 
paved runway and 
several small 
pavilions making up 
Fritz Field where 
NFMI club members 
and guests can fly 
any day of the 
week. Plans for park 
expansion include 
construction of 
tracks for R/C cars, 
improvements to the 
small pond for use 
by float flyers and 
R/C boats and, 
areas for control line 
flying.  In addition, 
the astrological 
club, Pensacola 
Stargazers shares 
the park. 

 
NFMI CLUB ADVANTAGES   Joining NFMI gives you some obvious advantages -- frequency control, a safe 
place to fly, organized events, monthly meetings, and just plain fun and fellowship between modelers – and 
you get a bonus.  With access to SEVEN flying sites, Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. has more than most 
clubs dream about!  If you want to become a part of this wonderful and interesting hobby, or if you need help 
getting started, please visit our website at www.nfmi.org.  Any of our members will be happy to get you the 
information you need to get involved.  
 
You are always welcome to come to the fields and watch.           --            Clear Skies and Safe Flying! 

 
The takeoff is optional, but the landing is MANDATORY!!  
RC Flying is new to me. I'm going to need lots of help...  

 



Club Flying Site Locations 
 

We currently have SEVEN (7) flying sites available 
to club members.  Our club is extremely lucky to 
have the great support of the US Navy, especially 
the Commanding Officer and staff of NAS Whiting 
Field in Milton.  They have graciously allowed us 
to share their flying facilities when they are not in 
use by our military.  This gives us the flexibility to 
conduct many events in our area covering all 
facets of the Model Aviation hobby.  More details 
about each facility are found at the club website 
http://www.nfmi.org.   
 
RAE FRITZ FIELD at Escambia Model Park: 
location:  Entrance to the field is North on 
Jamesville Rd. off Mobile Highway (US 90), 3.3 
miles west of the Pensacola Fairgrounds.  
ACCESS: Via club lock. Operation is from 0730 to 
sunset seven (7) days a week. This field is new, 
we are currently in the process of adding runways 
and other items. NOTE: You may encounter some 

people driving 4-wheelers on the property, mainly going north to enter the woods above the pond. WE DON’T WANT ENEMIES! 
Please contact them in a friendly manner and let them know what we are doing and that we don’t mind them, however, please ask 
them to not damage our flying area by driving over our portion of the site. 
 
SPENCER FIELD: location: Hwy. 90 in Pace. 
ACCESS: Via Navy lock on the East (main) gate. Lock combinations are only available to club members via a club 
officer. Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends and Federal holidays, or on weekdays after flight operations by the Navy have 
been completed for the day. **If a crash truck in on site, do not enter!** You must wait until the NAVY has left the site and 
locked the gate before entering to fly.  
 
BRONSON FIELD at Blue Angel Recreation Center: location: Hwy 98 West. 
The site is not locked, but you must have in your possession a valid AMA and Club Membership Card, as well as a copy of the 
License Agreement. Operation is from 0800 to sunset seven (7) day a week. Except when the field is reserved by other users for 
sanctioned events, EMR training, Sports car club, National Guard and Reservists.  
 
SANTA ROSA: location: Hwy. 87 just South of I-10 
ACCESS: Via US Navy Lock. Lock combinations are only available to club members. Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends 
and Federal holidays. Note that this site is NOT approved for weekday operations. This site is mainly used for R/C Helicopters, but 
all models are welcome. 
 
INDOOR FLYING:  location: Pine Forest High School Gym on Tuesday and Wednesday nights starting at 7:00pm. Check with Tony 
at Radio South (434-0909) to verify site availability.  
 
PACE: location: Hwy. 197 (Northwest of Pace, FL) 
ACCESS: Via the Navy lock. Lock combinations are only available to club members. Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends 
and Federal holidays. Note that this site is NOT approved for weekday operations. Note that this site is RESTRICTED FOR USE BY 
SAILPLANES, TOW AIRCRAFT, OLD TIMERS, R/C ASSIST, AND ELECTRIC MODELS ONLY! 
 
HOLLEY: location: Hwy 399 in Navarre 
ACCESS: Via Navy lock on the North (main) gate. The HOLLEY FLIERS CLUB now establishes Holley Field rules. NFMI Members 
are authorized to fly, but must follow rules and directions of the Holley Field club. Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends and 
Federal holidays.  

 

 



Getting Started  
Information and Websites of Interest 

 
 
The national club. The Academy of Model Aeronautics, http://www.modelaircraft.org/ 
You must be a member in AMA to be eligible to be a member of our local club. The $60 per year membership fee 
provides insurance for injury and/or property damage caused by errant crafts, and includes a monthly magazine. AMA is 
divided into districts and the new web page for District V (or the Southeast District) is http://www.amadistrict-v.org/. 
 
Our local club. Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. http://www.nfmi.org/ You must be a member (or guest) of this club 
AND of the national club (AMA) to use the sanctioned flying fields. See "How to Join" and "Beginners Page." Dues are 
$40 initial - $30 annual (Senior $20). Maps to the local fields, club members and membership information, links and other 
good stuff. 
 
Information (usually creditable) about ANYTHING in RC. http://www.rcuniverse.com 
Forums/reviews/swap shops/sales…literally everything. Sign up is free, navigation is easy, search is extensive and it is 
individually configurable to your personal likes. This is a site to visit before buying anything major to get thoughts of 
others. 
 
Very good, free e-zine for beginners published by AMA. http://www.masportaviator.com/ 
Poke around all over this one. There are also several subscription e-zines, but this one from HorizonHobby is free, 
http://www.horizonhobby.com/Horizon/Publications/AirTime.aspx 
 
Three local hobby shops carry RC stock. One is Radio South, (http://www.radiosouthrc.com/). Owner Tony Stillman is 
very knowledgeable and represents District V on the AMA board of directors. The shop hours are limited to M-F, 0830-
1730 so Tony can have time to fly too! It’s a small shop on Pace Blvd. but he can really do much more than you can see. 
Radio South is primarily a radio repair center for Futaba and other brands of radio equipment.  
Another shop is Hobby Central (http://www.hobbycentralrc.com) in the University Mall and in the Santa Rosa Mall. 
Friendly folks with lots of stock, (more for cars than planes though). Open on weekends and late during the week.  
Third shop is Bobe Hobbies on "W" St (http://www.bobeshobbyhouse.com). A good shop for all hobbies with a small RC 
area. Stock is pretty good. 
 
Three of the many online hobby shops: Horizon Hobby, http://www.horizonhobby.com/, Quantum Models, 
http://www2.mailordercentral.com/quantummodels/ and Tower Hobbies, http://www.towerhobbies.com/. (There are 
literally hundreds of others just as good, even some on E-bay!) Convenient for those of us who work with prices that are 
competitive but shipping costs mount up quickly unless the order is large. Online shops seem more extensive than their 
published catalogs/sales flyers and are fairly easy to navigate so you can find and compare stuff.  
 
Here are some beginner's pages published by Tower.  Good info - often slanted toward their store…would you expect 
anything else? 
http://www.easyrc.com/airplanes/index.html 
Lots of links to lots of stuff… 
http://www.towerhobbies.com/rcweb.html 
Good beginning RC dictionary… 
http://www.towerhobbies.com/intros/introdictionary.html 
 
Just to be intriguing… http://www.spadtothebone.com/ and http://www.e-spad.org/  


