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M e m b e r s h i p  M a n u a l  2 0 0 7  

History of Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. 
 
The Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. club was established in early 1970.  Some of our 
founding members are still with us today.  Our first club president was Gordon Dey.  
Some of the other members that were around at that time were Bob Ables, Tony & Bob 
Howze, Tom Sermon, Bob Salanti, and Danny Hiller.  During the early days of the club, 
monthly meetings were held at the home of the members.   We have grown from about 
10 members to our current status of over 200! 
 
Our first club field was Bagdad field, just south of Milton.  We later added Ellyson field 
and Site 6.  As the Navy made changes, we lost Bagdad and Ellyson field to the city for 
use as industrial parks.  The Navy sold Site 6.  However, we picked up the use of 
Spencer Field, Saufley Field, and Blue Angel Recreation Park (also known as Bronson 
Field).  In addition, we have recently added Holley Field in Navarre, Pace Field 
(sailplanes only) and Santa Rosa Field.  Just this fall we obtained a landfill site that is 
being upgraded for us now by the county.  We hope to have paved runways by the sum-
mer.  As you can see, we have many great flying sites 
 
During the year, several competitions and events were held.  We flew at many of the 
Blue Angels Homecoming Air shows over the next 30 years.  We have hosted two F3A 
(Pattern) World Championships, as well as USA Team Selection contests for both Pat-
tern and Helicopters.  Other major events such as the SAM Champs and Rally of Eagles 
have been held at club fields in recent years. 
 
As our constitution states, our goal has been to expand flying of all types of radio con-
trol model aircraft.  This includes helping youngsters to become involved in R/C as 
well.  As we push into the 21st Century, we look forward to what the future holds for us! 
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Bob Yearty (President) 
(H) 438-1412 
bobyeartymail@cox.net 
 
Jim Hartley (Vice-President) 
(H) 983-1622 
E-mail: jim_hartley@msn.com 
 
Ron Bullard (Sec./Tres.) 
(H) 484-7435 
E-mail: bullardrm@aol.com 
         
Buddy Bradley (Safety Officer) 
(H) 477-8917 
E-mail: brad22@cox.net 
 
Don Sima (Field Marshall) 
(H) 944-1702 
E-mail: donsima@cox.net 
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Club Flying Site Locations 

Medical Care: 
If you have a problem, or are with someone who hurts themselves, call 911 first, then 
follow directions to the closest medical facility.  Ask the 911 personnel for directions 
if you don’t know already. 
 
As you can see from the above map, we currently have SIX (6) flying sites available to 
club members.  Our club is extremely lucky to have the great support of the US Navy, es-
pecially the Commanding Officer and staff of NAS Whiting Field in Milton.  They have 
graciously allowed us to share their flying facilities when they are not in use.  This gives 
us the flexibility to conduct many events in our area covering all facets of the Model Avia-
tion hobby.  In the information that follows, details of each site are listed as well as avail-
ability and proper use of the site.  Pay attention to when you park as well as where flying 
is allowed.  Also make note of where the frequency pins are, and use them!  We want to 
make your flying time a most enjoyable one.  You are most welcome to visit all of our 
sites and fly at each of them!  You will find a different group of modelers at each site, so 
you will be able to make some new friends as well as share your models others.  Remem-
ber, the main thing is to HAVE FUN!! 
 

Spencer  

Pace  

Santa Rosa 

Holley 

Pensacola Model  
Port 

Harold 
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These are layouts of the flying sites.  Please pay attention to parking and flying positions.  Also 
refer to the printed operation procedure for each field prior to operation of R/C Aircraft.  Re-
member, we are GUESTS, and should conduct ourselves as such. 

Spencer Field 
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 General Site Rules 
 
1. Park at least 25 ft. from the edge of the runways.   Use this as the pit area, unless it is marked. 
2. The flight line is defined by the location of the pilots when flying.  Model flying is NOT allowed behind the pi-

lots at any time. 
3. Never over fly the parking or pit areas. 
4. All “low passes (less than 25 feet)” other than landing are to be kept at least 50 feet out from the pilots (or out-

side the center line of the runway).             
5. Observe all AMA safety rules. 
6. Observe all special site rules (access, no fly zones, approved operation times, etc.). 
7. If you are at a site other than the Pensacola Model Port, be aware that full scale flight operations could occur over 

the site at ANY time.  If they do, ground all models and depart the flight line area. 
8. Always have in your possession while on our club fields your current valid AMA card, and a copy of the Facilities 

License Agreement with the US Navy, if on a Navy Site.   
9. Narrow band radios are required for use at all Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. sites. 
10. Everyone is responsible for trash removal. 
11. The correct frequency pin must be in possession for all radio transmissions.  The pin will be promptly replaced fol-

lowing use. 
12. Novices will obtain experience assistance for flying. 
13. High power engine turn-ups in the pits are not permitted. 
14. Landing aircraft have right-of-way over all others. 
15. Takeoffs and landings are not permitted when there is a car, person, or another model on the in-use part of the run-

way. 
16. Fly standing at the flight line, about 25 feet from other fliers. 
17. Call “landing”, “deadstick”, or “on the runway” when appropriate. 
18. Do NOT taxi into the pits. 
19. All members share responsibility at all times for ensuring that everyone flies in a safe, responsible and consid-

erate manner. 
20. If flying a gasoline burning engine, a fire extinguisher is required to be on the flight line and in quick access. 
21. If flying a turbine powered model, a fire extinguisher and a cell phone are required for operations to ensure the 911 

can be contacted quickly in the event of a fire. 
22. All of our military sites could be used at any time by full-scale aircraft or helicopters.  If a full-scale aircraft is 

observed, watch for them.  If they approach, we MUST land our models and clear the runway area to facili-
tate clearance of the incoming aircraft.  Play it smart.  Think Safety! 

23. Report any toxic spills to the Whiting Field ECC Dept. at 623-7332. 
 
Remember, only members of the Northwest Florida Modelers, Inc. are authorized to fly R/C aircraft at these sites, with 
the exception of Holley Field.  See Holley Field Notes.  Others who attempt to use these sites jeopardize the terms of our 
licenses and could cost us the use of these sites.  Invited guests of the members are welcome!  However, if you find a 
non-member using the site, explain the rules and ask him/her to join us!  If you are confronted with someone who is us-
ing the site unlawfully, get the person’s name and tag number for reference to authorities, then contact base security as 
listed below: 
 
· SPENCER/PACE/HOLLEY/SANTA ROSA fields: contact Whiting Field Security at 452-1743.  Also contact point 

is Marty Martin at 382-4961 or Rick Catini at 382-4992. 
· FRITZ FIELD: contact a club officer, or the County Sheriff’s Dept. at 436-9630. 
 
 SPENCER FIELD:     location:  Hwy. 90 in Pace. 
 
ACCESS:  Via Navy lock on the East (main) gate.   Lock combinations are only available to club members via a club 
officer.  Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends and Federal holidays, or on weekdays after flight operations by 
the Navy have been completed for the day.  **If a crash truck in on site, do not enter!** You must wait until the 
NAVY has left the site and locked the gate before entering to fly.   Frequency control is via frequency pins located in 
a metal box near the operations building at the center of the site.  If you are first to arrive, pick up the pins.  Last to leave 
returns the pins to the box, and locks the gate.  DO NOT leave the field unlocked if you are the last one out!  Normal 
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flight operations are on the South West corner of the site, however, we can fly at any point on the field.  Once a point has 
been selected, everyone should stay at that place, unless the group decides to move due to sun or wind direction. 
 
HOLLEY:        location:  Hwy 399 in Navarre 
 
ACCESS:  Via Navy lock on the North (main) gate.  Holley Field rules are now established by the HOLLEY FLIERS 
CLUB.  NFMI Members are authorized to fly, but must follow rules and directions of the Holley Field club.  Lock com-
binations are only available to club members.  Operation is from 0800 to sunset on weekends and Federal holidays.  Fre-
quency control is via frequency pins located in a PVC pipe at the control building upon entry.  If you are first to arrive, 
pick up the pins.  Last to leave returns the pins to the PVC pipe and locks the gate.  DO NOT leave the field unlocked if 
you are the last one out!  Normal flight operations are on the South East corner of the NS/EW runway intersection, how-
ever we can fly at any point on the field.  Once a point has been selected, everyone should stay at that place, unless the 
group decides to move due to sun or wind direction. 
 
BLUE ANGEL RECREATION AREA: location: Hwy 98 West. 
ACCESS: Turn left onto the field just prior to the park gate, then right onto the first taxiway to the intersection of the 
runway. The site is not locked, but you must have in your possession valid AMA and NFMI membership cards. Fre-
quency control is dependant on proper communication among the flyers present. Use good judgment when setting up op-
erations. DO NOT FLY WEST OF THE CONCRETE APRON.  Activities are limited to daylight hours on weekends on 
a not to interfere with government operations basis. We operate in an area at the southeast corner of the Portland cement 
concrete apron at the intersection of the old runway 9 and the crossing taxiway. This license is effective through 
30APR2007. While using Bronson, remember that we are guests. Regular users need to establish good operating rules 
and enforce/follow them. It is up to all field users to conduct themselves in a manner that will not jeopardize this privi-
lege. The Navy still plans to remove all pavement with the next part of the work scheduled to begin in Jan 2007. Until 
then we are the only authorized users and there are no plans to allow any other groups (i.e. sports car club, etc.) access to 
the field. (current 1106) 
 
 
PACE:              location:  Hwy. 197 (Northwest of Pace, FL) 
 
ACCESS:  Via the Navy lock.  Lock combinations are only available to club members.  Operation is from 0800 to sunset 
on weekends and Federal holidays.  Note that this site is NOT approved for week-day operations. At this time, there are 
no frequency pins located at this site.  Be very careful to check with all pilots for frequency conflicts as soon as you ar-
rive, and be conscious of newly arriving pilots as well.  Note that this site is RESTRICTED FOR USE BY SAIL-
PLANES, TOW AIRCRAFT, OLD TIMERS, R/C ASSIST, AND ELECTRIC MODELS ONLY!  
 
SANTA ROSA:                         location:  Hwy. 87 just South of I-10 
 
ACCESS:  Via US Navy Lock.  Lock combinations are only available to club members.  Operation is from 0800 to sun-
set on weekends and Federal holidays.  Note that this site is NOT approved for week-day operations.  Frequency control 
is via frequency pins located in a wall locker mounted on the East side of the East guard shack building on the entrance 
road..  If you are first to arrive, pick up the pins.  Last to leave returns the pins to the PVC pipe and locks the gate.  DO 
NOT leave the field unlocked if you are the last one out!  Normal flight operations are on the East side of the North-
South runway intersection, however we can fly at any point on the field.  Once a point has been selected, everyone 
should stay at that place, unless the group decides to move due to sun or wind direction.  This site is mainly used for R/C 
Helicopters, but all models are welcome. 
 
FRITZ FIELD:  location:  3.3 miles West of the Pensacola Interstate Fairgrounds on Hwy. 90.  Drive until you find 
“Jamesville Rd”.  Turn North.  The field is at the end of the road. 
 
ACCESS:   Via club lock.  Lock combinations are only available to club members.  Operation is from 0800 to sunset 
seven (7) days a week.  This field is new, we are currently in the process of adding runways and other items.  It is advis-
able to check with  a club officer for the current condition of the site to ensure that it is usable with the model you want 
to fly. At this time, there are no frequency pins located at this site.  Be very careful to check with all pilots for frequency 
conflicts as soon as you arrive, and be conscious of newly arriving pilots as well.  You may encounter some people driv-
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  ing 4-wheelers on the property, mainly going north to enter the woods above the pond.  WE DON’T WANT ENEMIES!  
Please contact them in a friendly manner and let them know what we are doing and that we don’t mind them, however, 
please ask them to not damage our flying area by driving over our portion of the site. 
 
 
FROM:  NAS WHITING FIELD 
 
To all Model organizations; 
 
NAS Whiting Field requires that all individuals (Active Military or Civilian) that desire to fly model aircraft at 
the licensed Navy Outlying Landing Fields (NOLFs) be a member of good standing in a Model Organization 
that has a valid facility License and adequate insurance for a given NOLF. 
 
We provide licenses to qualified organizations and they are responsible for ensuring modelers at that NOLF 
are licensed and insured. 
 
Again, Active Duty Personnel do not have the right to use the NOLF to fly Model aircraft without being 
a member of a Licensed Organization. If a model organization is questioned concerning this issue, please 
have the individual contact me at (850) 382-4961. If problems arise over this issue notify the NAS Whiting 
Field Emergency Communications Center (ECC) at (850) 623-7331/7332 and request they notify the Security 
Shift Supervisor. 
 
Happy Flying, 
 
Marty 
 
Walter R. "Marty" Martin 
Aviation/Community Planner/JPATS Coordinator 
NAS Whiting Field/Training Air Wing FIVE  
7077 USS Lexington Court 
Milton, FL 32570-6016 
TEL: (850) 623-7196, ext 7-22 
FAX: (850) 623-7804 
DSN: 868 
CELL: (850) 382-4961 
Email:  
Walter_Marty.Martin@cnet.navy.mil 
 
 
 


