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  From the Prez…. By Tommy Wilson 
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This year is about half over and our club is seeing many changes in our flying 
environment. New hobby shops, new flying activities, new faces at the field, all 
positive changes. The one thing that is still the same is the need for SAFTEY. 
We are very fortunate to have many great flying sites and a very good SAFTEY 

record. Let's all work on keeping that our goal. I always welcome ideas to improve our field 
safety. This time of the year I always like to remind everyone to stay hydrated because dehydra-
tion affects your thinking and physical abilities. When looking for airplanes on or off the field 
watch for snakes. If someone needs help offer it. Have fun and be safe. Thanks 
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Al is currently out instructing. Al will be back next month with plenty of information 
from or about the world of instructing. 

 

Tips & Tricks 

GLAD Press ‘N Seal  plastic wrap makes a great masking medium for spray painting. It is sticky 
on one side and will stick to itself, or the item you want to paint. It is much easier to work with 
than paper because it clings to the surface without lifting the paint off when removed.�
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Cleaning Pushrod Tubes — The oily residue of model fuel sometimes makes its way into the 
pushrod tubes, which also captures small particles of grit. The oily residue also makes some of 
the flexible plastic pushrods and tubes swell and soften slightly, which makes operation in 
curves almost impossible. 
A simple cure is to apply a solution of powdered graphite, mixed with mentholated spirits or rub-
bing alcohol. Holding the model in an appropriate position (thus having one end of the errant 
tube in an upright position), apply the solution with a syringe onto the rod (or it can be applied to 
the mouth of the tube while moving the rod in a back and forth motion) to encourage the solu-
tion to circulate. 
The mentholated spirits, or alcohol, washes away the oily residue and grit, leaving the graphite 
behind providing a good lubrication to the pushrod.                                                                              7
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Removing Epoxy — To remove epoxy from yourself safely, use white vinegar. It’s smelly, safe, 
and very cheap!  
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Club Meeting Summaries: 

If you have not attended the past few meetings, below you will find a short summary of what 
has been the main topics of discussion. On the first page Tommy has given you a glimpse of 
the proposed agenda for the July 3 meeting. 

April: 

· Tony Stillman submitted his resignation as Filed Marshall and has been replaced by Duke Palma.  
Duke stated he was honored to been entrusted with the position. 

· Ray Fritz said we could get permission to install three more concrete pads and shelters at Fritz 
Filed. This is a target project to be done in the future, once written approval is received from the Parks 
Department.  The storage area needs to be enlarged and other suggestions were requested.  A re-
placement bridge will be a project for the landfill authority next year. 

· Tony Stillman addressed the changes in Spread Spectrum systems.  Tony gave us an overview of 
the SS systems and how they work. Using the new systems will still require the use of an AMA card on 
the frequency board.  The board has been relabeled to include spots for the new SS systems. 

· Chuck East address the issue of policing the field for AMA membership.  Tony explained we have 
the responsibility to the county to provide properly insured (AMA membership) flyers. Therefore club 
members should challenge unknown flyers who don’t have proper AMA credentials. 
 
May: 
 
· Tommy addressed the proposed change on the constitution.  Primary changes are in relation to 
separation of the Secretary/Treasury officer position into two positions.  Members reviewed hard copies 
of the proposed constitutional changes.  Motion was made to accept the amendment as presented.  30 
in favor, 1 opposed.  The new constitution has been posted to the NFMI website. 
 
· Two trainers are being built for the club.  If you are an instructor and have the need for a plane to 
use until your new student has obtained the proper gear then you should call Tommy. It is important 
that if you use it, make sure to return it in the same (or better) shape than how you received it. 
 
June: 
 
· Tommy Wilson addressed the “no camping’ rule for Fritz Field.  Parks and Recreation and Landfill 
have given permission for overnight camping ONLY during our sanctioned competition events.  
 
· Tony addressed the use of AMA cards on the frequency board.  He suggested using a club sticker 
to verify renewal status, that would be placed on the members AMA card. Based on discussions from 
the past two meetings, club members are being asked to use AMA cards on frequency boards. 
 
· Jim Hartley addressed the fun fly for second weekend of November, Ray Fritz volunteered to CD 
the event.  Ray will apply for the sanction. The sanction is important to have when approaching poten-
tial sponsors. 
 
This is just a quick summary of some of the business topics covered at the club meeting. In 
addition to business, we also take time to swap some expertise and tell a few stories. Gener-
ally, meetings are attended by about 30 members. Are you comfortable that those 30 are 
speaking properly for the 200+ membership? Join us and have your opinion known. 
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1.  I didn’t know you were waiting for the pin. 

2.  Did you see my airplane get glitched? 

3.  I ain’t got it. 

4.  I have more crashed because of bad radios. 

5.  That airplane was always squirrelly. 

6.  I don’t know who did it, but someone must have turned on their transmitter and shot me down. 

7.  I just lost control; everything went dead. 

8.  I thought I was on the field. 

9.  That’s that only time I ever left my transmitter on. Can you help me pick up the pieces? 

10.  I didn’t know you were in the landing pattern, next time I’ll look before I taxi out.  Do you think 
it can be repaired? 

Optional-  I didn’t realize I was that low when I flew over the pit area. Is three models a record? 
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