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Paved North/South runway in operation at Fritz
Field!
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' From the Prez.....
| By Bob Yearty

Calendar of Events
CHECK OUT OUR WEB
SITE FOR CURRENT
INFORMATION at
www.nfmi.org

MARCH
3 & 4: Perry Swap Meet,
Perry, GA

APRIL
1. Indoor Electric Fly-In,
Pine Forest High Gym, § &
9AM—6 PM

MAY
6 & 7: Annual Pattern
Contest, Fritz Field

JUNE
3 & 4: AMA District 5
Jamboree to celebrate
modeling. Mobile, AL

17 & 18: IMAC Scale
Aerobatics contest, Fritz
Field
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From SPORT AVIATOR. The AMA On-Line magazine (www.m asportaviator.com)

Another Tricky Instructor

Let me start off by saying that | have been in R/C flying since 1985. After having my Trainer flown by an
instructor so it would be properly trimmed | was told | would have to join their club, join the AMA, pay Initia-
tion fees, and make an "arrangement” with some one to teach me to fly. Needless to say that was a turn
off, so | found a big open field and taught my self the fine art of keeping a plane in the air. When a new
club opened in my area | checked them out and found their attitude to be friendlier and | joined. That was
in 1992 and shortly there after | became one of the Instructor Pilots with Lafayette Escadrille.

Now, on to the subject at hand. When | teach a novice to land, | start by having them make slow passes
over runway center at about 75 feet altitude. When | say slow | mean about 4 clicks of throttle above the
plane's stall speed. | use a "Buddy Box " and have my throttle set between 1/4 and 1/3, keeping my right
hand on the stick and follow the plane as if | were in control. When the novice can make consistent passes
straight and level | have them drop altitude by about 10 feet and repeat the process.

In a short time they are making passes at about 10 feet off the runway and I tell them to cut the throttle,
keep the wings level and hold the nose about 3 degrees above level. | softly remind them to concentrate
on wings level and nose slightly up. Before they realize where the ground is, they have landed. At that
point | have them taxi back to the pit and we discuss what went on and how they were "tricked" into a land-

ing.

| find the biggest worry novices have in landing is "where is the ground!" and they forget to control the
planes attitude. The slow passes at altitude gives them the feel of the sloppy control response a plane has
during a landing and sets them up to forget about the ground. No matter how many times you tell them to
"fly" the plane to the ground, it just doesn't click in their mind what you mean.

Landings are the second major "step" of training | teach the novice. The first is basic flight, including loops,
rolls, stalls and spins. In basic flight | teach these maneuvers to help them learn to correct a mistake that
puts them out of control. The last "step” | teach is taking off. | don't want them putting the plane in the air
until they can fly it and put it back down safely.

Hope that idea helps some of you.

Charles K. LaPorte
Lafayette Escadrille
Lafayette, LA

The Editor Responds...

I’'m beginning to think you just can’t trust us sneaky instructors. Students never know when we will trick
them into landing. But honestly, this process has been proven effective so many times, | wonder if it is not
the best way to teach model aircraft landings. | wonder if full-size instructors wish they could sneak land-
ings upon their unsuspecting students as we do? But then, they would have to blindfold their students
since they can see the runway coming up. Probably a bad idea for them, but a good idea for us. Ed.
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From the Safety Officer, Buddy Bradley...
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We have a huge selec- tion of electric powered mo
els, from Foamies to WWII Scale models to help
you enjoy small-field @A FIILD STV TH fying this winter. We even
have some great in- door models that are just a

blast to fly inside the gym on Tuesday and Thursday nightat Pine Forest High School
Of course, we still have a great selection of glow-powered mald, accessories and tool
to help you enjoy the Springtime! We have expanded ouine of propellers, and con-
tinue to strive to provide you with the latest equipmenfor your models.

This month, you can get an extra 5% discount on any in-stockit or ARF by just
showing us your 2006 NFMI membership card!We have trainers, sport models, 3D
and even several scale aircraft in stock. Our electricare always growing, so you have
a lot to choose from! We can even help you convert a Glow meldo Electric! Come
by and save at RADIO SOUTH!

We appreciate your support of Radio South for the past 30 yes, and we hope to con-
tinue serving your model aircraft needs in Pensacola for bbng time to come!

Our store hours are Monday—Friday from 8 AM until 5:30 PM.




