
From the Prez….  By Bob Yearty 
 
The Open House and Introduction to Flying was a huge 
success!  I’ve got a list of 80 names that probably had a 
buddy box in hand!  I say probably because some (very 

few I’m told) had left the field by the time their name actually was called 
for a flight.  I’m also told that we had well in excess of 250-300 people at 
the field during the day.  I don’t really know because all the other Intro 
Pilots and I were so busy with a buddy box that we didn’t get much of a 
chance to look around! 
 
Here’s what I do know – Tommy Wilson did a spectacular job in bringing 
the event together.  He had lots of help during the lead up, during the 
field preparation the day before, and during Open House.  I won’t try to 
list everyone because there are so many and I would likely leave some-
one out.  However, I am going to make a special mention of Ryan Ev-
ans and Neil Edmonston.  The flying demo’s by these guys were breath-
taking to all of us and really had our guest’s eyes glued to the sky!  I 
think Ryan has scrape marks on both wing tips!  And did Neil really cut 
the tops of those weeds with his rotor blade?  From me and on behalf of 
Tommy --- a great big THANK YOU to everyone who helped, without 
you the event success would have been limited.   
 
Much of the enthusiasm was generated from a Pensacola News-Journal 
article by Janice Ryan Hall, which was published on Open House day.  
We met Ms. Hall during a visit with some school kids a few months 
back.  She was interested and enthusiastic about our involvement with 
youth and asked if she could write about us.  Prior to her article we 
made sure that she completed a buddy box flight and the article re-
flected her thoughts and reactions to that experience.  She tells me that 
she is planning a follow-up article.  I’ll be looking forward to it.  I realize it 
won’t do you much good if you don’t have a computer but if you didn’t 
see it in the paper, this link will get the article for you electronically - 
http://www.pensacolanewsjournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?

(Continued on page 3) 
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Open House/Block Party a huge 
success!! 
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Web site: www.nfmi.org 
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Safety — By buddy Bradley 
 
I would like to shout out a thanks to everyone who made our open house a safe and 
successful event.  We had a large turn-out.  Most of them first time visitors. I think it 
is safe to say over 100 people. It was a great time with only one small incident. In 

talking to some pilots I heard of a few people who have searching the woods for planes that had 
crashed. Beware of snakes!!! Remember to do a pre-flight check on your equipment. Fly safe and 
see you at the next meeting. 

Instructor’s Corner — By Albert Burton, Instructor Coordinator 
 

AMA Introductory Pilot Instructor Coordinator Corner 
 
I personally want to thank all the Club’s AMA Introductory Pilot Instructors for their relent-
less effort to ensure a successful Open House at Escambia Model Park, Fritz Field. 
 
With all the introductory pilot instructors in place at the field by 1000, the general public 
started to arrive and they wanted to get airborne.  Quickly a system was established to con-

trol the awaiting crowd of first time flyers.  There were ages ranging from seven years old to seniors taking 
control of the buddy boxes.  
 
It was clear to me that those individuals who play video games did better than those who do not play com-
puter games (I’m talking about most parents).  I accepted this idea long ago that kids in general do better 
at flying for the first time than adults.  The most impressive intro student I had during the open house was 
an eight year old that followed my instructions to the letter.  Once we were airborne and the plane straight 
and level, he took over the controls and within two race track turns he was flying straight and level on the 
straight away and executed great coordinated turns.  Buddy was my assistant and we both just starred at 
each other as though this couldn’t be happening.  On the flip side of this sometimes things don’t go so 
smoothly. 
 
The most scary intro pilot I had was a parent!  After ten minutes at the controls and not flying one straight 
leg of the race tracks, and managed to fly upside down at a moments notice, I strongly suggested we end 
the session.  After I flew two race tracks to calm my nerves down, I called out-Landing, the parent came 
back to me all excited and practically demanded they perform the landing. The individual felt the landing 
must be easier than flying because flying race tracks was hard. All I could do was smile. 
 
Between the seven AMA Introductory Pilot Instructors, 80 First-Timers were introduced to the sport.  I truly 
feel many of them will be back.  The look on their faces and the thrill they experienced flying a trainer, 
brought back memories of my first visit to a flying field.  All said and done, the Open House was a great 
success.  Tommy did a wonderful job coordinating and the volunteers made the event run smooth and 
most of all safe.  
Al Burton 
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Upcoming we have several important areas of interest.  We are scheduled to have Mr. Mike 
Lively as a guest for the October 3rd club meeting.  Mike is our contact at Escambia  County 
Parks and Recreation.  Additionally, in November, we are scheduled to have Mr. Ron Hixson who 
is our contact at Escambia County Landfill Operations.  Both will give us thoughts about plans for 
Fritz Field and have an open discussion about some of our concerns and desires for the field.  If 
you have some questions for these fellows, you should get them to Rae Fritz or me.  We will 
make sure that they get to Mike or Ron before they come to allow research if necessary so that 
they provide educated, informed answers.   
 
We are all set to have a booth at the Pensacola Interstate Fair again.  It is Oct 19-29 and we 
have been given a new location for this year that is in the “main” building that will provide good 
exposure.  We usually have two (or more) members in the booth all the time the exhibition hall is 
open.  We need many members to give a couple of hours staffing the booth, answering questions 
and generally promoting the club and our hobby.  The schedule is available at Radio South and 
will be available at the meeting.  Sign up…individually or with a friend.  Either way, I promise you 
will not be bored! 
 
It’s election time (in case you didn’t notice)!  As is so every year in our club, we will be electing a 
portion of the Executive Council (EC).  Since this is an even-numbered year, per NFMI Constitu-
tion, we will be electing a new President and Field Marshall.  Nominations are due at the Novem-
ber meeting after which a list of all nominees will be mailed to all club members for balloting.  Bal-
lots may be mailed to the Secretary-Treasurer, or may be brought to the December meeting for 
counting.  Think about who would do a good job and talk to them about serving in that position. 
 
Since Christmas is coming, we have added a club Christmas party to the schedule.  Right now 
we are planning on the December meeting being conducted as part of the party.  Jim Hartley is in 
charge of this event.  I’m not sure we have nailed down a solid date yet as that will be facility de-
pendant.  I’m sure Jim will have more information at the meeting and I know he will be needing 
some help with planning and entertainment ideas.  How about this pea-brained thought, maybe 
someone could provide a short program about new products that could be ideas for our Christ-
mas stockings.  (That’s just what I need…more ideas!) 
 
October opens the period for membership dues renewal.  You must have a valid AMA card for 
2007 before you can renew your NFMI membership.  Recently the EC met and drafted a formal-
ized budget for next year.  The budget is based on membership dues and projected incomes from 
hosted events.  Information about the budget will be available at the October 3rd meeting.   
 
Since the small generator that the club owns needs repair and will have limited use once the Fritz 
Field electrical is wired and ready, the EC has decided to offer it to highest bidder.  I am the point 
of contact for bids.  I’m going to conduct a silent auction and I’m setting Oct 17 as cut off date to 
make a bid.  The unit is a McCulloch MacPower-Pro 800E.  It is a very quiet 800-watt generator 
and presently won't stay running unless the choke is engaged about 70%.  I prefer bids by email 
(bobyeartymail@cox.net), but if you are email challenged then call me at 438-1412 and leave 
message if I’m not there. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

 
Subsequent to the addition of the N-S runway, revised Field Procedures and Field Rules, along 
with a revised map have been posted at Fritz Field.  Included are Emergency data for all to ob-
serve.  Please note that ALL Fritz Field flyers should review the documents.  They are located 
next to the Freq Board so it is easy to review them as cards are posted.   
 
Fly Safely. 


